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Date:















Client:
















[  ]
Met with client at:


[ ] Office
[ ] Clearfield County Jail 
[ ] Other: 








[  ]
Phone call to client:  Number and time called:  









Result:


[ ]
No answer
[ ]
Left message


[ ]
Spoke with:














[ ]
Advised that Defendant should be at court 15 min. early to review matters.


[ ]
Explained constitutional rights regarding preliminary hearing and case in general.


[ ]  Right to hearing      [ ] Right to waive hearing      [ ] Right to waive & enter plea.


[ ]
Client understood constitutional rights and wishes to plead guilty.


[ ]
Client admitted contents of Criminal Complaint:



[ ] In entirety

[ ] Admits part & denies part (see below)


[ ]
Client denies contents of criminal complaint.


[ ]
Client’s position of case:


[  ]
Suppression issues?
Yes / No

[  ]
File Motion to:













[  ]
Other:

Attorney
[  ]
You have the right to a Preliminary Hearing under the United States Constitution and the Pennsylvania
Constitution.

[ ]
The Commonwealth through the District Attorney must establish a Prima Facia Case of guilt.

[ ]
A prima facia case of guilt is:  (1) that something happened; (2) you, as the Defendant, were involved in that something; and (3) that something rises to the level of a crime under Pennsylvania law.


[ ] 
The Commonwealth does not have to establish your guilt beyond a reasonable doubt—that is the standard at trial.


[ ] 
The purpose of the hearing is to make sure that the right person is charged with the right set of criminal charges.


[ ]
You have a right to cross-examine the Commonwealth’s witnesses through counsel, which the Public Defender’s office will do on your behalf.


[ ]
You have the right to testify at the Preliminary Hearing yourself, or offer evidence at the Preliminary Hearing or have witnesses testify at the hearing.


[ ]
The Magistrate assigned to hear the case does not have an obligation to consider any evidence you may present at the hearing and may only consider whether the Commonwealth has met its burden of a Prima Facia case.


[ ]
If you insist on testifying, you will do so under oath of swearing to tell the truth and would do so over the objections of the Public Defender’s office because we do not, as a matter of trial tactics, set our clients and/or their witnesses to possibly be made out to be a liar in front of a jury.  When you testify under oath at your Preliminary Hearing, or have witnesses testify, and would subsequently change your testimony at trial, again under oath, the District Attorney’s Office could use the fact that any portion of your, or your witnesses’, testimony changed and could argue to the jury that they could consider either or both sets of testimony as a lie.

[ ]
You have the right to bail being set by the Magistrate if it is not already set.


[ ] 
You are advised that the Magistrate has the right to reset bail if he feels it is warranted.

[  ]
Right to Waive Preliminary Hearing.


[ ]
You have the right to waive your Preliminary Hearing and only admit that the Commonwealth has a Prima Facia case of guilt.


[ ]
You do not admit guilt itself.


[ ]
Your case will be returned to Court and the matter set for trial.


[ ]
Once in the court system, your options are limited to:



[ ]
(1) entering a plea of guilt at some point prior to the commencement of trial (in Clearfield County, all plea agreements must be delivered to the District Attorney’s Office no later than the date and time set for Pre-Trial Conference); or


[ ]
(2) taking your case to trial-either before the Court with a jury of 12 of your peers; or by the Court without a jury (which we would not recommend since any jury of 12 must return a unanimous verdict of guilt whereas the Judge, and Judge alone, would be the determiner of guilt or innocence in an Court trial)

[  ]
Right to Waive your Preliminary Hearing and enter into Plea negotiations with the District Attorney.


[ ]
You have the right to waive your Preliminary Hearing; and


[ ]
You admit guilt itself.


[ ]
Your case will be returned to Court and the matter set for sentencing.

(Attorney Signature)






(Defendant Signature/Date)
NOTES

	DATE
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


